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A REPORT 07 inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by 


the revival and extension of Christian sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation anid correction 


of the 


causes of war, 


WE BELIEVE that Christ’s 
teachings are the measurement of truth; that in Christian progress soctety will move forward constructively and naturally, thus avoiding the curse of violent 
changes as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and democratic socialism is a re- 
vitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pen- 


sions or security out 0 


means to set our country right. 


production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. 
when authoritative evidence indione “ac country ts being influenced into the wrong, 


WE STAND for our country, right or 


wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but 


we believe that the greatest patrictism will be to seek through democratic 
OLD ‘his to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 





The Moving Spotlight 

MORAL SUPERIORITY: Al- 
though U. S. citizens usually feel 
superior to Mexicans, the fact is 
that the Mexicans are showing a 
moral superiority in the question of 
what they intend to do with their 
uranium deposits at Oaxaca. Al- 
though the news has been general- 
ly suppressed in this country, the 
U. S. has been trying to persuade 
Mexico to make its uranium avail- 
able to the U. S. Atomic Energy 
Commission, but Worldover Press 
reports that scientists connected 
with the Mexican army announced 
that the country’s uranium would 
never be used for war but solely 
for industrial development when 
possible. Yet there are just as 
many Communist threats to Mexi- 
co as to the U. S., for Communists 
have been especially active in the 
largest Mexican labor groups. 

ANOTHER FRONTIER: There 
are still vast, rich, undeveloped 
areas in Brazil that are tempting 
many who are looking for a new 
frontier. So many citizens of the 
Netherlands have evinced a desire 
to settle in Brazil that an agree- 
ment covering immigration has 
been signed by both governments, 
and a steady flow of Dutch mi- 
grants is expected soon. 

The importance of Brazil in 
trade may be measured by the 
fact that 25 per cent of all U. S. 
imports from Latin-America come 
from that one country. 

FOOD COSTS have reached a 
new all-time high, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. A bas- 
ket of food which would have cost 
$10 during the 1935-39 period 
now costs $23.44. The latest in- 
crease is attributed mostly to high- 
er prices for fresh fruits and vege- 
tables, dairy products and lamb. 

A JEWISH DONOR in New 
York recently gave $2,000 to the 
building fund of a Catholic church, 
which had been burned out. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


HE STALEMATE IN THE KOREAN TRUCE has been due not 

only to a lack of honesty and honor on the part of the Reds, but also to 
the fact that we are demanding the right to keep military domination over 
Asia and major bases in Korea, Japan, Formosa, the Philippines — our 
big guns at everybody’s doorstep. This policy is resented and feared by 
all Asians as well as by our non-Communist allies such as India, Burma, 
Indonesia, the Philippines and nine-tenths of the Japanese people. Thus 
the Chinese-Korean Reds are able to pose as the defenders of Asia against 
Western white military domination. We continue to ignore or suppress 
such views while the foreign press is full of it. Thus we get nowhere in 
Korea. 


HURCHILL’S RETURN TO POWER and his visit to America has 

not signalled the renewal of old-line U. S.-British economic-military- 
diplomatic cooperation. In spite of the carefully worded diplomatic proc- 
lamations of American-British unity, Churchill is holding to the ideas 
and ideals of a socialistic Britain; he is critical of and resistant to much 
of our global defense strategy. As a world leader he is aware of the world 
sentiments about American domination as described above. Instead of a 
U. S. dominated, united free world, Churchill wants the U. S., Britain 
and an organized free Western Europe to stand equal, apart and cooper- 
ative, but with U. S. wealth footing the bill. Thus U. S. arms and U. S. 
trade will not rule the roost everywhere — if Churchill has his way. All 
this is hard on American reactionaries who fought the Laborites and 
boosted Churchill’s reelection. (See the Alsop column, N. Y. Herald- 
Tribune, Dec. 19; also the Washington Post, Dec. 20) 


EAR OF RUSSIAN ATTACK on the U. S. is still being stirred by 

military extremists to keep the public sentiment whipped up in sup- 
port of huge military expenditures, Civil Defense programs, etc. Hysteria 
created by these tactics can result in such absurd debacles as occurred in 
Lima, Ohio, recently where a Sunday civil defense “alert” rehearsal 
was staged. Aerial bombs roared over the city at noon; CD officials and 
workers rushed to positions; war-time orders and communications were 
set up. But when it was over, one policeman had been killed, several 
citizens injured by bomb explosions, and a CD ambulance collided 
with three cars. Among the injured was a Korean veteran just safely 
returned from the battlefront. Yet the authentic reports, without exception, 
continue to assure that there is no danger of a Russian attack on this 
hemisphere now or for years to come (See U. S. News, Oct. 1, *51 for 
statement by Admiral Wm. M. Fechtler, Chief of Naval Operations). 


Miccartay AGAIN: Don’t be misled by the flurry that arose among 
backers of Sen. McCarthy over the dismissal of State Dept. John 
Service. The more responsible voices of the press (Arthur Krock, of the 
N. Y. Times, Dec. 18; writers in the Washington Post and the Christian 
Science Monitor, etc.) pointed out that Service was indiscreet rather than 
subversive, that nothing actually indicated that he had ever been a Com- 
munist, or associated with Reds, that the material he gave Jaffe in the 
Amerasia case was common stuff on any newsman’s desk. They further 
noted that Sen. McCarthy still has offered no proof whatever that there 
were 205 Communists in the State Dept. — a figure he later reduced to 55 
and finally to 28. On Dec. 15, the FBI reported (it’s the FBI’s job to trace 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Health News 

Here is an example of the type 
of medical practice that is promot- 
ing socialized medicine: 

Over 3,000 eye doctors over the 
nation were restrained by Federal 
court order last May from accept- 
ing “kick-backs” from optical firms 
for sending patients to them for 
glasses. These rebates had averaged 
about half the retail price of the 
glasses. To evade losing this easy 
money, many doctors worked out a 
“charge and send” plan of having 
the prescription for glasses taken 
to a favored optical house which 
does the fitting but. instead of de- 
livering the glasses to the patient, 
sends them to the doctor who has 
the patient return to him for the 
glasses, so he can charge about 100 
per cent more for the glasses than 
the dispenser’s bill to the phvysi- 
cian. In short, the doctor makes 
his own fee plus a large profit on 
the glasses. 

The scheme was exposed in Mil- 
waukee by local optical dispensers 
whose attorney advised them not 
to be a party to this “charge and 
send” plan since it violated the 
Federal court’s consent decree. 
This opinion was upheld by the as- 
sistant U. S. attorney, Willis L. 
Hotchkiss, who called the practice 
in effect a “subterfuge to get illegal 
“kick-backs.” " 

Such exploitation in many com- 
munities has resulted in the de- 
velopment of cooperative medical 
programs which are actually a mid- 
dle-road solution that heads off 
the threat of drifting into state 
controls which could mean social- 
ized medicine. The recently opened 
eye care center in Chicago, spon- 
sored by a group of 31 local AFL 
and CIO unions and one consumer 
cooperative, provides complete eye 
care service for 60,000 members 
and families, yet there is no taint 
of “welfare” in this for it is fully 
financed and paid for by members. 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Health News 
(continued) 
THE SWEDISH 
SYSTEM, which is 
nized for its superb public health 
administration and medical skill. 
has successfully combined free en- 
terprise, the cooperative principle. 
health insurance and state control. 
The i not been fine 





MEDICAL 


widely recog- 


result has only 
health care but also superior work 
in medical research. Recent inves- 
tigations in Sweden, for instance, 
have confirmed the significant fact 
hvgienic conditions 


polio. In 


that improved 
increase the risk of 
checking 15.000 cases, it was found 
that the live in 


crowded areas and are exposed to 


those children who 
contamination at an early age show 
increased resistance to the disease. 
Swedish 
lieve that the most effective means 
of fighting polio is by vaccination 
and are 


medical researchers  be- 


at an early now fo- 


age 


cussing on finding a vaccine. 


U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH: It 
comes as a shock to find that. 
compared with some countries, 


America is still backward in ordi- 
nary health and sanitation services. 
For instance, about a fourth of the 
population of the U. S. lacks the 
elementary protection of a_ local 
health department, and half of the 
the U. S. do not have 
this protection. It is possible to 
the nation by four different 
routes and not find drinking water 
from a tested source, milk from a 
tuberculosis-inspected herd or res- 
taurants subject to sanitary inspec- 
tion. This report was based on fig- 
ures from the U. S. Public Health 
Service and presented by Dr. Hav- 
en Emerson, Professor Emeritus of 
Public Health Practice of Colum- 
University and Dr. Lee A. 
Rademaker of Salisbury, Md., a 
practicing surgeon,—the — chair- 
men of the Advisory Committee 
on Local Health Units of the Na- 
tional Health Counci! which met 
recently. They pointed out that 
progress had been made since the 
end of World War II but that it 
was much too slow, hence they ad- 
vocated Federal financial he!p for 
“noor” communities, recommend- 
ing that the support be predicated 
on each community or state raising 
at least half the money required 
for a full-time health department. 
For thousands of American com- 
munities do not have the seven ba- 
essential to 
minimum health protection for any 
population group: (1.) Records of 
births, deaths, sickness and 
dents, and coordination of 

and industrial 
hospital and 


Programs for 


counties of 


Cross 


bia 


sic services listed as 


acci- 
school 
health services with 
facilities. (2.) 
of commun- 
) Supervision of 
expectant mothers 


(4.) Improve- 


medical 
control 
icable diseases, (3 
the health of 
and school children. 
ment of sanitary surroundings of 
the community. to assure clean wa- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast 


down and arrest Reds guilty of disloyal action) that McCarthy has never 
submitted any information or evidence that the FBI could act upon. 
Between The Lines is not interested in defending Communists or State 
Department indiscretions — but we are interested in the truth. 


Vatican MOVE TO AMERICA? From several authoritative sources, 
the view is now being expressed that the President’s appointment 
of a full ambassador to the Vatican is a step in preparation for moving 
the Vatican to America. Soon after it became known that Russia was 
successfully producing atom bombs, the “Make America Catholic” cam- 
paign began to be emphasized in all Roman Catholic literature and pro- 
nouncements. As atomic stock piling continued both here and in Russia. 
mounting pressure has been exerted upon the White House to make the 
Vatican appointment. This increased pressure is evidenced by the fact 
that onlv a few months ago the President, in a most direct and sincere 
way, personally assured several influential non-Catholic groups that he 
had no intention of making such a move. 

The drive to “Make America Catholic”, the increased pressure for 
the Vatican appointment as preparation for bringing the Vatican to Amer- 
ica, and the A-bomb, are inter-related since war with Russia would mean 
that the Red tide would soon over-run Europe, leaving Italy and Spain as 
the two areas that would escape quick innundation because of the Alps 
and Pyrenees mountains. It is well known that the U. S. would use Italy 
and Spain as bases to mount the great counter-sweep to liberate Europe. 
Russia thus would atom-bomb our major transport and communication 

chief of which in Italy would be Rome. 
Where could the Vatican go under the circumstances? Asia is pre- 
dominantly non-Christian: Africa is vet a pioneer land; South America is 
largely Catholic but poor and chaotic: North America is peaceful, rich. 
North American Catholics boast that more money is given to the church 
by Catholics in the U. S. than in all the rest of the world. 

The magazine published by former Catholic priests, “The Con- 
verted Catholic” (Nov. °51), reveals from Catholic sources elaborate plans 
to move the Vatican to Montreal, Canada. Other reports emphasize Bal- 
timore. New York and Boston. It is known that the church has been in- 
vesting large sums in property in all these cities during recent months. 

Catholic sources refer to the times past when Rome became un- 
inhabitable for the Vatican (during the wars for independence between 
the Italian states and the Vatican state), and the Vatican resided in exile 
over long periods. The same sources predict that in case of war with Rus- 
sia and the atom bombing of Rome, the Pope would remain in Rome to 
accept martyrdom, while the Vatican would function in exile without papal 
direction until an American pope should be appointed. There has been 
much discussion in American Catholic circles of the possibility of an 
American pope being next in order. (See The Catholic World, monthly 
organ of the Paulist Fathers, July. ’50, for article “Shall We Have An 
American Pope?’’) 


EN. MacARTHUR AGAINST UMT IN PRINCIPLE: While adroit- 

ly avoiding committing himself on the present specific UMT law, 
Gen. MacArthur recently came out rather flat-footed against everything 
UMT stands for. In a recent issue of the American Legion Magazine, in 
discussing the proposed adoption of Universal Military Training, the gen- 
eral said that this method of increasing the size of the military establish- 
ment “earries within itself the very germs to freedom’s destruction.” He 
stated further that a “military state” tends to undermine freedom and 
“to avoid this historic pitfall, it is essential that civilian control over the 
citizen Army be extended and intensified. Particularly is this true of the 
administration of the program of Universal Military Training, if the youth 
of our land is te avoid being corrupted into a legion of subserviency to 
the so-called military mind.” 

MacArthur went on to denounce the present system of command- 
hierarchy, in which tight groups of career commanders (graduates of West 
Point and Annapolis) do not permit “the citizen soldiers”, who have aris- 
en by sheer ability to places of responsibility, to share in the higher staff 
studies and planning. This confirms the point Betweeen The Lines has fre- 
quently made that the greatest weakness in the American military system 
has been at top command levels, where UMT offers no p!an whatever for 
correction and improvement. MacArthur’s word will have much weight. 


(OVERNMENT CORRUPTION: A year from now you will realize 
that the headlines about corruption in Washington have been more 
political than factual. There has been corruption — and moral failure is 
always serious and indicative of a disintegrating society. So we would not 

belittle the fact that corruption exists or its serious implications. 
3ut here are the facts: the press and radio management of Amer- 
made up almost entirely of wealthy Republicans or anti-Truman 
Democrats, hence every little dribble of evidence of corruption in the 
(continued on NEXT page) 


centers 


ica is 


Wealth News 
(coutinued)y 

ter, milk and food, and healthful 
housing and working conditions. 
(5.) Public health laboratory serv- 
ices to help local doctors in pre- 
vention, diagnosis and treatment of 
diseases. (6.) Development of serv- 
ices for early detection of chronic 
diseases. (7.) Health information 
for school authorities, volunteer 
health agencies, etc., and the public. 

DISTRIBUTION OF DOC- 
TORS: At long last, after fighting 
every such move as an attack on 
free enterprise in medicine, the 
American Medical  Association’s 
policy-making body recently start- 
ed a program for trying to improve 
the geographic distribution of doc- 
tors over the nation. The tendency 
of doctors to congregate in pros- 
perous neighborhoods in the large 
population centers leaves many 
smaller communities without med- 
service. The AMA now pro- 
poses a placement program, main- 
taining lists of areas that are short 
of doctors. working with medical 
schools and hospitals to interest 
students in general practice, and 
at the same time helping communi- 
ties in working out wavs to attract 
qualified physicians. 

DENTIFRICE ADVERTISE- 
MENTS “scare people into buying 
many preparations that merely 
eliminate symtoms, so that the real 
trouble often becomes serious be- 
fore it is properly treated or pre- 
scribed for” said Dr. Harry Lyons, 
outstanding dental authority and 
dean of the School of Dentistry at 
the Medical College of Virginia, at 
a large meeting of dentists in New 
York recently. He blamed advertis- 
ing of “confectionary” tooth pre- 
parations that prey on fear, vanity 
and love and also capitalize on the 
public’s reluctance to get profes- 
sional treatment. He explained that 
massaging gums, with or without 
toothpaste, has no value as far as 
is Known, and that if an irritation 
exists in the gum tissue, massage 
would just make it worse, He said 
that toothpicks and rubber points 
on toothbrushes are also useless 
and equally likely to cause harm. 
Ammoniated, chlorophyll and pen- 
icillin dentifrices have yet to be 
proved of value beyond promoting 
mouth sanitation. according to Dr. 
Lyons, and many gum and mouth 
conditions for which they are ap- 
plied are dietary or svstematic in 
origin or caused by malformations 
and hence not amenable to treat- 
ment by such drugs. He stated that 
proper brushing is the important 
factor but that a half-and-half mix- 
ture of table salt and baking soda 
was as good as any dentifrice on 
the market. He also criticized ad- 
vertisements of fancy shaped tooth- 
brushes; he recommended a brush 
with a short row of bristle tufts all 
of equal length. 


ical 








Gambling - Average Man 

The gambling problem is not 
one of gangsterism — rather, gang- 
sterism is an outgrowth of what 
we average citizens are, the grow- 
ing tendency to want to get some- 
thing for nothing. A Gallup poll 
recently revealed that 57 per cent 
of the population gamble, their 
preferences being bingo or raffles. 
cards, punchboard play, sporting 
events, slot machines, horse racing, 


sweepstakes, elections and the 
numbers game. Furthermore, the 
average race track customer is a 
church member who goes to the 


track only about once a year. For- 
ty-four per cent are business men, 
professional men or executives; 42 
per cent own their own homes; 76 
per cent own cars: 49 per cent 
earn $5,000 a year or more. Six 
out of ten American men, five out 
of ten women gamble at times. 
One notorious professional gambler 


stated that the “Mr. Big” in gam- 
bling who keeps the gambling 


bosses in business is the $2 bettor 
who just gambles occasionally. 

In other words, there really 
isn’t any line that can be drawn 
between the so-called harmless rec- 
reational gambling and the serious 
social problem which professional 
gambling has created. The reason 
is that all gambling eventually 
feeds the organized business of 
gambling which is intricately tied 
to all types of crime. Sen. Kefauv- 
er opposed the idea of a Federal 
occupational tax stamp required 
from bookmakers on the grounds 
that it gave a measure of approval 
to the occupation of bookmaking 
which he felt would be the source 
of much trouble in the future be- 
cause of the close tie-up between 
all types of gambling and crime. 

The idea of legalizing gambling 
simply because so many people 
gamble ignores the implications of 
such a precedent. That same ar- 
gument could be used for legaliz- 
ing drunken driving just because 
so many people do it, or legalizing 
dishonesty, just because so many 
people are dishonest. 

This is the point at which we 
must face ourselves as citizens, as 
a nation. and decide what road we 
are going to travel. Neither legis- 
lation nor prosecution will solve 
this problem, for it is too closely a 
reflection of the national character. 
The National Council of Churches 


of Christ in America sees it as a 


challenge to the moral qualitv. of 
the nation. holding that “stricter 
standards of moral integrity must 


be cultivated in the community as 
a whole.” At the moment the real- 
ly big-time gamblers are Iving low, 
waiting for the current furore 
against gambling’s tie-in with crime 
to die down. And that is inst what 
our reform excitement will do un- 
less it becomes a revitalizing force 
that shakes the nation out of our 


moral lethargy. 


WHERE IT BREAKS THROUGH 
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Dishonesty and corruption, like a rainstorm, seep into every 
open place, every weak spot. Not just in Washington or in the Gov- 
ernment, but everywhere in business, in politics, in community life. 
wherever people have been lax in their sense of moral responsibility, 
indifferent towards their spiritual resources. And, as with a rain storm, 
when the clouds have passed, the damage will remain. We will not 
restore the character of America by voting for a new set of politi- 
cians. The only way our society can he restored is by the building 
of Christian character where we are. 








X-Ray and Foreeast 


Administration is played up, stretched out. chewed over again and again. 
But the fact is. as one of America’s top conservative editorial writers, Ar- 
thur Krock of the N. Y. Times, quietly put it. “the record ... is one of 
petty grafting. Naive or mediocre officials incapable ethically of under- 
standing their public obligations . . . little deals, discounts on mink coats, 
free holiday trips . . . penny favors for peanut men” who if they had been 
real crooks “could have sold the public out for millions” — and didn’t. 

While Mr. Krock emphasizes that such small-time immorality “has 
done great harm to the Federal structure”, the fact is that no spotlight is 
turned on the big crooks outside the Government, who put over these 
deals, men in banking, manufacturing and production, who stand with 
high respectability in political and business circles. Of course when these 
main-liners are caught red-handed. they are so powerful they can dodge 
the aftermath of their crime. 


(continued) 


For instance, a congressional investigating committee has been 
probing the purchase of automobile and truck parts by the Army’s Detroit 
Tank Arsenal. Congressman Porter Hardy (D., Va.) reported to the House 
that the big auto and parts manufacturers, such as Chrysler, Studebaker 
and Auto-lite, either refused to sell parts direct to the Army or purposely 
set their prices so exorbitantly high that the Army was forced to buy 
through the parts middlemen, who served no useful function whatever in 
handling the large Army orders, but who “collected profits as high as 400 
per cent”. These “parasite profits”, as Congressman Hardy labeled them, 
add up to the great sum of $305 million in just a comparatively few ex- 
amples dug up by the committee — $305 million filched from the Federal 
Government and the taxpayers by a secret deal between wholesalers and 
manufacturers of nationally known products. But few headlines will 
fecus on this situation involving multi-millionaire corporations. 

And this ts not a new, sudden phenomenon, peculiar to the Tru- 
man Administration. The comptroller general of the Federal Govern- 
ment, Lindsay C. Warren, has made repeated charges that his office’s in- 
vestigation of Government war contracts indicated that about one out of 
seven war goods contracts with American business firms involved exces- 
sive or fraudulent charges and payments — and that the Government’s 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Progress 

When former colonies, such as 
India, Burma, Indonesia. etc.. be- 
gin to force their way towards in 
dependent statehood. most Western 
press reports speak disparagingly. 
often almost insultingly, of the ca- 
pacity of the former colonial peo- 


ples to govern themselves. For 
many publications running such 


reports are subservient to the oil. 
rubber, tin and other investment 
interests whose security was threat- 
ened by these developments. Now 
the West is being forced reluc- 
tantly to admit that Indonesia’s 
progress as a republic has exceed- 
ed all expectations. Many impres- 
sive achievements are listed as the 
second year of independence draws 
to a close: According to newsmen 
reporting from Jakarta, the Gov- 
ernment has established its au- 
thority and its administrators are 
functioning throughout the coun- 
try’s 3,000 islands and over the 
population of 75 million. Three re- 
volts have been put down; al- 
though insurgents still harass West 
Java and the South Celebes, most 
of the country is peaceful. The 
parliamentary system is operating. 
not always too efficiently, but de- 
mocracy is established and a stead- 
ier is expected 


government from 
next year’s national election. 
Transportation services which 


were disrupted by the revolution 
have generally been restored. and 
a nation-wide police force is being 
developed. The beginnings of a 
disciplined army, navy and_= air 
force are being forged out of guer- 
illa bands, revolutionists and for- 
mer colonial troops. Thousands of 
students are getting university edu- 
cations. and lower 


schools are 
springing up everywhere. 
The achievements of the new 


Governmentare particularly impres- 
sive in the light of the fact that the 
Dutch allowed so few Indonesians 
to become educated, and only a 
small number of these ever had op- 
portunities to fill high Government 
posts. Hence this new Government 
is made up of administrators who 
have had practically no experience. 
Naturally there are many critical 
problems to be faced but the In- 
donesians have traditionally been 
easy people to govern, and so 
their own new Government faces 
considerable tolerance as it gropes 
toward stability and progress. 
MEXICO has increased her to- 
tal output of government-produced 
electrical energy today until it is 
about five times greater than it was 
five years ago. The Government of 
Mexico has invested a billion pesos 
for electrification works — since 
1946,—this is more than $130 
million dollars. allowing for suc- 
cessive currency valuations. In 
1946, the total energy produced in 
plants owned by the Government 
was 44,000 kilowatts; at present it 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Progress 
(continued) 
is 250,000 — with 47 large 
generating plants having been in- 
stalled. Cheap power means great- 
er production of all good 


new 


is, higher 
standards of living, a happier, more 
secure inter-America.. life. 

Mexico is also making great 
strides in education, having com- 
pletely reorganized its 
education for the Indians 
make up a large portion of 
population. Henceforth, there will 
be two educational programs, one 
intended to give them basic agri- 
cultural training, the other to edu- 
cate their most gifted young peo- 
ple for the professions, and these 
will in turn be charged with help- 
ing to improve the lot of their re- 
spective tribes. 

One unique method of the new 
program is to set up young cou- 
ples in the different villages, each 
with a house and up-to-date work 
tools — after a preliminary period 
of education and technical train- 
ing. These will serve in the villages 
as “foci of contagion” for spread- 
ing civilized and cultural ideas and 
habits, and they will be trained to 
instruct others who become inter- 
ested in their way of living. It is 
hoped. that through these living ex- 
amples of young people in their 
own tribes, the most stubborn of 
the Indians will be won without 
violence or pressure. 

In these same villages dispensa- 
ries, libraries, schools, etc., will be 
established with young Indians in 
charge who are now being trained 
for this great regenerating effort. 

For the past ten years. the edu- 
cational program of the Mexican 
Government has been impressive 
with each literate person obligated 
to teach a stipulated number of 
others to read and write. And 
throughout the length and breadth 
of Mexico, in the most primitive 
villages, new modern school build- 


system Oi 
who 


the 


ings have been built which not 
only provide teaching but also 
serve as community centers, and 


they have done much toward im- 
pressing the natives with the dig- 
nity and importance of the schools. 


War Against Co-ops 

There is evidence that the war 
against the co-ops in America 
which was organized under the de- 
ceptive cloak of a “tax reform” has 
not only spent its force but has 
backfired. Many business men who 
knew little of the co-op movement 
have had their interest aroused 
through the nation-wide campaign 
of vilification against the co-ops and 
have learned that many of their 
most profitable trade relationships 
have been with farmers, dairymen, 
fruit growers whose very prosper- 


ity is attributed to the advantages 
gained for them by the cooperative 
production and marketing organi- 
zations to which the agriculturists 
(continued third col., THIS paar) 
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loss might run well towards a half billion dollars. Many war contracts 
were obviously so rank that they were renegotiated and many millions 
were recovered. Yet most of these contracts were with reputable and im- 
portant American business firms. (For details see N. Y. Times, May 20, 
1950.) 

Also while the limelight has been on the small-time chiselers 
among the Democrats in Washington, little news has been reported on the 
court cases that have been grinding away against officials of the Western 
Union for their flagrant cooperation with the gambling syndicates. As we 
have often pointed out, the billion dollar gambling syndicates could not 
do business without close cooperation within telegraph, telephone and 
banking circles. Yet so far almost no light has been turned on these in- 
terests to ferret out their relations with the gambler-racketeers, — except 
for a few flurries here and there where the telephone corporations have 
hurried out to “clear up the situation” where they had arranged the instal- 
lation of hundreds of phones in gambling joints during periods when no 
one else could get 2 phone. And bankers have suddenly become eager to 
open their “John Doe accounts” to FBI inspection after pretending for 
months that the multi-million dollar accounts probably just belonged to 
some wealthy widow who did business through her chauffeur. 

But the Western Union did get caught in a few flagrant situations 
which were too raw to cover up, hence second string officials are taking 
the rap for higher-ups whose respectability as business men must not be 
tarnished. We do not imply that the “higher-ups” have personally profited 
by these associations, but as efficient managers it is inescapable that they 
have known of these relationships and knew their firms were profiting by 
this collusion with unlawful elements. 





As evidence of the warped reporting on these issues, the public has 
been made to believe that the Reconstruction Finance Corporation is a 
hotbed of corruption, wastage and boondoggling. There have been some 
of these weaknesses but the RFC just recently turned in its annual report 
which showed a profit of $7,600,000 in net earnings on its loans, or 7.6 
per cent on the capital stock held by the U. S. Treasury. The RFC also 
turned in a $75 million profit made on its program for producing syn- 
thetic rubber and tin and from the liquidation of loans on war-time assets. 
These records stand high alongside banking returns in private enterprise. 

There is indeed corruption in Government circles but if the head- 
line hunters and political campaigners were really after “corruption in 
public life”, they could find it in larger, more dashing quantities in many 
other more impressive, colorful circles. It is not corruption that is being 
sought — but political ammunition. 

is the public being fooled? We doubt it. Tine Gallup polis revealed 
(Washington Post, Dec. 16) that 55 per cent of the voters still believe 
there is just as much or more corruption in the GOP! 

We hope Mr. Truman wakes up and cleans out all the little chisel- 
ers who have bored their way into the Government, but we hope the same 
awakening can come to a much larger area of our national life where 
cheating and chiseling is considered “good business”. Let us not forget 
that the chiselers are a smail minority in both government and business 
—but the awakening must come through the great majority of honest men 
in government and business who have been indifferent to the meaning of 
moral disintegration around them. 


Pisoners OF WAR: The public mind is being distorted over the 
matter of prisoners of war in Korea. Much has been said about the 
Communist disregard for life’s values and the Asian indifference to physi- 
cal suffering — all of which is tragically true. What the public is not told, 
and which every GI of the Korean war and World War II knows to be 
true, is that under many circumstances it has been the custom of Ameri- 
can fighting men to take few prisoners except where the prisoners of war 
could be handled with dispatch and without interference with strategic 
plans. In conclusive battles, where large sectors have been overrun, we 
have acquired great numbers of POW’s and have provided them with care 
and shelter excelling the treatment usually received in their own ranks. 

However in Korea and in the South Pacific, it was often considered 
justifiable, on the grounds of military expediency, to exterminate such 
prisoners as feil into the hands of our patrois and combat teams during 
action. Many reasons for this are given — combat teams were moving 
with stealth, and attempts to guard or deport incidental prisoners falling 
into their hands would slow movements, expose positions. Garroting plus 
bayonet was a silent, efficient way to solve the problem; when buddies 
had been recently killed, it was sometimes a satisfying one. 

The tragic death of American prisoners in the hands of the enemy 
is not an evidence of the black and white difference in morality between 
East and West civilizations as is being pictured. There has been much 
slaughter of prisoners on our own side. The true, historical picture is the 
sad and tragic, total immorality of modern war. 








War Against Co-ops 
(continued) 
belong. The National Tax Equity 


Association, pretending to seek 
only a revision of tax laws so that 
co-ops would be taxed “on the 
same basis as any other business” 
have carried on their propaganda 
so flamboyantly and_ indiscreetly 
that many congressmen have be- 
come prejudiced against any fur- 
ther consideration of additional tax 
adjustments, according to Wash- 
ington observers. Minor tax ad- 
justments have been made, some 
of them voluntarily by co-op lead- 
ers, but the NTEA has published 
its intentions “of carrying on the 
fight”. As one congressman ex- 
pressed it, “How do they expect 
me to be interested in ‘carrying on’ 
a fight against half the farmers in 
my district—-and many of the 
workers?” The fact that the NTEA 
has been revealed to be a tool of 
large corporations whose monopo- 
lies have been checked by co-op 
activities has also not been lost on 
the average congressman. 

A study of the unprejudiced his- 
tory of the co-op movement re- 
veals that it is a very important 
and legitimate development in the 
life of modern capitalism; that in- 
stead of being “socialistic” it is a 
trend in the opvosite direction, re- 
taining and reinforcing the control 
of business by multiple private 
ownership instead of the ever nar- 
rowing systems of monopolistic 
private ownership which in Ger- 
many, Italy, Spain and Argentina 
have ended in state management. 
Co-ops are subject to the same 
laws of economy as any other 
business; if poorly managed, they 
fail—as many of them have; if 
selfishly employed and restricted, 
they become monopolistic and de- 
stroy themselves. But there are 
abundant evidences that the co-op 
is and will increasingly become one 
of the most significant develop- 
ments in the evolution of demo- 
cratic capitalism. 

CATHOLICS BACK, CO-OPS: 
One of the most influential organ- 
izations functioning in the social 
life of America todav is the Na- 
tional Catholic Rural Life Confer- 
ence which in a great annual con- 
vention in Boston recently adopted 
a strong resolution supporting co- 
operatives. The conference called 
for “a national review of social 
policy regarding cooperatives and 
cooperative organizations” which it 
hoped would remove “misunder- 
stand concerning the nature 
and function of genuine coopera- 
tives We regard cooperatives 
as a legitimate form of eco- 
nomic activity and regret the con- 
fusion which has arisen from mis- 
understanding by critics of cooper- 
atives, as well as from the use of 
the name cooperative in connec- 
tion with organizations and enter- 
prises not truly such.” 


ings 





